POCKET BATTLESHIPS

74-gunner, with a draught, when fully loaded, of 19^ feet,
and capable of as high a speed as possible.

If there were any chance of getting a vessel as fast as our
74-gunners, all other considerations could go by the board.

(1)  It will be enough if this ship can only carry 3 months'
provisions instead of the usual 6, and 3 months' supply of
water in place of 4-J.

(2)  If it is really necessary, the calibre of the guns can be
changed to that of the English guns.

(3)  Again, if it is really necessary, these ships can carry
bronze guns, which weigh much less.

You are to submit the engineers' report to me personally,

[CORRESP., xxi, 17034. The Texel is the north-western outlet of the
Zuyder Zee.]
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RUSSIA AND THE BLOCKADE

TO  M.  DE   CHAMPAGNY,  DUKE  OF  CADORE,  MINISTER FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

FONTAINEBLEAU, November 4, 1810.

DRAFT an answer that I can send to M. Kourakine. It
must be very polite, and very mild, but must not fail to
contain certain home truths that it is good for Russia to
hear. You are to say that I have seen his note; that I have
derived lively satisfaction from the assurance he gives me
that the Emperor of Russia is resolved to do all the harm
he can to English commerce; that it depends upon Russia
whether peace is concluded, or the war goes on; that, if she
makes a serious effort to stop the trade in colonial goods,
England will make peace before the year is out; but that,
to speak plainly, Russian policy has hitherto followed a
directly opposite line. The one and sufficient proof of this is
that the colonial goods shown at the last Leipzig fair were
brought there by 700 carts that came from Russia; that
nowadays the whole trade in colonial goods is carried on
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